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heir destiny is destrucThe
word
translated
How to Treat
tion their god is their
‘stomach’ in this verse
stomachy and their
(koilta) means deep, hola Stomachache
glory is in their shame.
low space or empty core.
According to Vine’s dictionary, it
Their mind is on earthly things”
(Phil. 3:19, NIV).
IVe often wondered why Paul
singled out for special condemnation people with an eating problem.
Are they any worse than people
whose god is money, sex, or power,
for instance? The answer is obviously “no.” A person may overeat to
help deaden a much deeper pain. In
the same way, people whose gods are
money, sex, or power may be trying
to compensate for feelings of inferiority, failure, or rejection. Apparently, those who are finally lost have
chosen to resist the Holy Spirit, who
enables us to deal with root causes
within rather than merely struggling
with external symptoms.
Notice the helpful explanation of
Canadian counselor James Moore:
“Paul gives more insight into the evil
desires that draw us to sin when he
describes certain enemies o f the
gospel: ‘Their god is their stomach.’

refers to the ‘innermost part of a
man.’ It is the Greek word found in
John 7:38,‘out of his innermost being
will flow streams of living water.’ The
image here is of an empty space that
compels a person to seek to fill it
with the same intensity someone
dying o f thirst would search for
water” ( Discipleship Journal [November-December 1992], p. 45).
As one of the philosphers has
said, there is a God-shaped space in
each one of us that only He can fill.
Our quest to fill that space at the
core of our being with anything but*
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God leads us, like the prodigal son,
into the far country. The far country
is a state of mind in which there are
“famine, husks, and swine” but no
core satisfaction. Lust can never be
satisfied, because it is impossible to
obtain enough of any substitute to
fill that “God-shaped space.” We can
be filled only at the Fathers house.
As Jesus taught in John 7, it is the

Holy Spirit who has been given to fill
the Christians life. Paul emphasized
that through the Holy Spirit in our
inner being, we are filled with all the
fullness of God, and Christ dwells in
our hearts by faith (Eph. 3:14-21).
Father, as Your Spirit continually
fills me , I know that all the other nec-

essary things o f this life fit into their
□
rightful place.

Men Who T u r n Fr om God
O weariness of men who turn from GOD
To the grandeur of your mind and the glory of your action,
To arts and inventions and daring enterprises,
To schemes of human greatness thoroughly discredited,
Binding the earth and the water to your service,
Exploiting the seas and developing the mountains,
Dividing the stars into common and preferred,
Engaged in devising the perfect refrigerator,
Engaged in working out a rational morality,
Engaged in printing as many books as possible,
Plotting of happiness and flinging empty bottles,
Turning from your vacancy to fevered enthusiasm
For nation or race or what you call humanity;
Though you forget the way to the Temple,
There is one who remembers the way to your door:
Life you may evade, but Death you shall not.
You shall not deny the Stranger.
— T. S. Eliot, from “The Rock,” III
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